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pOERS INTRENCHING.
STRONGER POSITIONS ON THE
TUGELA AND MODDER.

gHELLING RULLER'S CAMP WITH A
CREUSOT GUNS LOST NORTH OF
RIVER - NO  NEWS

FROM METHUEN.

THE

copyright; 1800 By The New-York Tribune,
[nT CANLE TO THE TRIBUNE.]
London, Dec. 21, 6 a. m.—There Is practically
10 fresh news from the seat of war thia morn-

1og. Further detalls of the Battle of Colenso

continue 10 &
pot add much information. “The Post's" corre-

rihble In, but on the whole they do

spondent 8IS D
ured ten British fiell guns.  Colonel Bullock,

commanding the Devon Regiment, with three of-

ficers and forty men,
soners hy the Boers while looking

was surrounded, and all

were taken pri

for wounded men under a flag of truce.
Aceording to “The Chronicle's” carresponident

British mounted infantry and irregular

the
corps, with
to take the Colensn road bridge and eventually

crossed the river, but the Boer rifle fire prevented
them from pushing on, and the hattery Wwas

two batteries of artillery, managed

geemingly the guns weare lost on
af the Tugela, and, if so, there is

abandoned.
the north gide
ittle @ubt that they were captured,

«The Times' says that people who know the

eountry consider the Boer position the strongest

in Natal.

yr, Burleigh in *The Telegraph'’ says the
Boers are digging more trenches nearer the
river and empleying a Creusot gun to shell the
British camp.

There is still no news of Lord Methuen. His
communications have heen cut or else the cen-
gors are determined to allow no information as
10 his doings to reach the outer world,

gome sensation has been caused in diplomatie
elrcles in St. Petershurg by a statement that the
British Ambassador there had a private au-
dience with the Czar in connection with events

fn South Africa. 1. N. P,

BRITAIN MORE CHEERFUL.

SEW PROGRAMME OF THE WAR OFFICE
INSPIRES RENEWED FAITH IN
THE EMPIRE.

[Copyright: 1800: Dy The Xew-York Tribune ]
[BT CABLE TO THE TRIBUSE.]
London, Dec. 21, 1 a. m.—An improved publie

tope is revealed In the less depressed If not
more buoyant markets, and in the more hopeful
jeadera In the press. This fz due to the tonie
effect of the vignrous measures adopted by the
Government, and the outburst of patriotle en-
The selection of Lord

thusiasm In the country.
Roberts for the chisf command in South Afriea
_.and qhe new mililary programme of the War
© Office are acceptef withant cavil as the hest
possible poliey for this momentouns emergency.
Tha most censorious journal does not suggest
anything that might have been in this

done

csftively that the Boers eapt- |
| chief forces of a superior civilization,

crisis of the fortunes of the Empire that has |

been left undone. The econclusion follows that
if the Ministers have fully placed the regponsl-
bilitiee of & grave situation and Inspired the
eountry with aldtime Elizabethan patriotism the
worst 18 over and better times are ahead, This
reasoning may be fallacious, but it s comfort-
ing. Englishmen are beginning to smile again
as they reflect that their best general, who has
never falled, I= going to the Cape, and that many
battalions will follow him.

UNEASINESE OVER LADYSMITH.

The chief catse of the uneasiness which brings '

back the shadow tc Engllsh faces Ig a susplicion
that the Ladyemith garrieon Is ghort of ammu-
nitlon and incapable of a prolonged defence.
The War Office doeg not admit that Ladyvemith
{8 In serlous danger or short of ammunition,
but the censorship somehow has allowed these
slarming reporis to reach England. The censor,
ft s apparent, gometimes falls asleep or Is
drugged by too candld and tno  inquisitive
friends,

Dispatchea from Colenso are still coming In,
but every one bears evidence of rough treat-
ment from the censorship. It is impracticahle
elther to reconclle these disjointed, fragmentary
accounts, one with another, or to explain the
discrepancles between them and General Bul-
ler's report.  One journal after another I8 forced
to desoribe thelr own correspondent’s dlspatches
a8 unintelligible, and there are strong expros-
tlons of dlsapproval of the ruthless manner in
which the censor mutilates the carefully written
press reports after the hattles are fought. There
are at least a dozen questions of fact which re-
main unsettled six days after this battle oc-
eurred. The most important of these relate to
the romparative ranges of the Boer and British
funs, and the circumstances In which Long's
battery was lost, Englishmen are anxious to
know whether Buller's army, with a numerleal
superiority In guns and with a higher degree of
#kill in the service of them, was without ade-
quate protection owing to the fact that it was
Gitelassed by the Boer artillery. There are a
Bundred detalls which the public 18 eager to
lsarn ahout the chlef hattle of the war, and
every correspondent 18 gagged and bound and
shut off from clear, descriptive work., The Eng-
lgh press is much more docile and subimissive
than the American press would be in similar
tlreumstances, but it 12 showing eigns of Irrita-
tion, and Is on the point of asking whether the
®ar in Bouth Afriea Is n private enterprise con-
ducted for the purpose of shielding reputations
“of favorites in the fleld and red tape martinets
In the War Ofice.

Reports published on Wednesday that the
Suns were not abandoned in the Colenso battle
have not been confirmed from any official
Murce, and were evidently the substance of
things hoped for and the evidence of things un-
#een.  General Bulle= would have contradicied
the mogt damaging admisslon of his first bulletin
i he could have dnne so truthfully.

FRENCH AND GATACRE.

The War Gffice has reported that there l# no
{resh news from General Gatacre, and that Gen-
" "1l French continues to operate against the

; ':m!‘ with the utmest prudence and vigilance,
Y ring when he was compelled to do so by a
?i::":f fﬂ;‘!‘ without dlserder or serious loss.
b ;:: ;:de contingent under his com-
. n under fire, and has acted with
“oiness and gallantry, The Britlsh Govern-

Ment, which originally regarded the colonlal
' ':u'::'“‘ with a cautioys, stepmother’y alr,
. ows what they are worth, and regrets
ok more of them are not in the fleld. The
contingent, which s a picked body o
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fine riflemen, has not yet come Into action, but
is on the line of General Methuen's communi-
cations,

General Methuen's fores Is reported to have
been amply provigloned for several weeks hefore
the last battle was fought. At a late hour no
official confirmation has been received of the
VREU® rumor respect'ng the cutting of Its com-
munications by Boer ralders.

The list of Colenso casualties |& glowly eoming
in, with its ghastly record, which adds slightly
to the number of killed previously estimated,
but does not alter the essential character of
General Buller's reverse

Boer accounts of the Colenso hattls are mod-
est, and convey the Impression that the Duteh
burghers are not unduly elated by their victory
on the Tugela

In a general way the situation has Improved
on the English side. There 18 no lght, but there
I8 A sense of departing darkness, and the Eng-

w-otk

NEW-YORK,

|
|

| every year .for sev

Hgh people have taken courage, and renewed |

their fafth in their own destiny ns one of the
I NG X
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LORD ROBERTS IN LONDON.
A TALK WITH THIE NEW LEADER OF THE
BRITISH ARMY.

London, Dec. Mh-—General Lord Roberta, who
18 to have full command of the British troops In
South Africa, accompanied by Lady Roberts and
thelr daughters, arrived in London this
morning, having travelled from Dublin with Mr.
Chamberlaln, Thelr departure from Dublin was
marked by bt the General
made a gquiet entry Into London.
a private hotel, he spent about an hour at the

Twao

cheering crowds,

After going to |

War Offlce In consuitation with the Marquis of |

Lansdowne, the Secretary of State for War.
Then General Roberts returned to the task of
packing hia effects and Interviewing the officers
seledted for his staff,

When “Littie Babg,'" the heloved of "Tommy
Atking, 1
ciated Press he was Aressed In the deepest black,
in vivid contrast with his snow white halr and

| mustache. Hils dapper little flgure was as
stralght as ever, hut the keen eyes that have so
often scanned British victory were  slightly

dlmmed by the great personal sorrow that has
hefallen him. But In spite of this and the multl-
tude of detalls that cla!med his attentlon, Gen-
eral Roberts willingly assented to send through
The Associated Press a parting message to the
Amerlean people. and gave the following state-
ment:

Clroumstances naturally forbid my speaking
about the campalign nhead of me, except 1o 84y
that I have entire confidence In the British sol-
dier and that T belleve the traditions of our nrmy
will be upheld In South Africa

celved a representative of The Asso- |
| erty, and It 1s sald that the syndicata’s purchase
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PRICE THREE CENTS.

UNTON

VOTES TO SECURE PART OF THE OR-
PHAN ASYLUM SITE AT $700,000.

THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF FIFTY-FIRST-
8T. AND FIFTH-AVE. THE PLOT SE-
LECTED-TRANSFER OF ENTIRE
BLOCK TO A EYNDICATE.

The Tnion Club at a largely attended meeting
Inst night practically voted to remove from Its
present quarters to a site further uptown.
question of moving further uptown has come up
| years, hut has always
been voted down.  As It was, last night a strong
vote was recorded against The only
possibility that the action of last night may not
result in removal 18 that the price voted by the
club as a Hmit to be pald for the property for
the new clubhouse ground may not purchase the
ground selected, This is almost A technical pro-

removial,

This |

vigion, however, aa the Board of Governors in |

framing the resalution passed, In which the
price was stipulated, were, of course, thoroughly
acqgualnted with the elreumstances, and danbt-
less knew that their offer wonld be accepted.
The site gelected was the one that has been fre-
quently referred to, and consists of 75 feet front
in Fifth-ave. nt the northeast corner of Fifty-
first-st, exterding back 170 feet

For a long time there hag been talk that the
club would take this property, which 18 a part
of the site of the Roman Catholle Orphan Asy-
lum. It was learned that the contracts for the
formal transfer of this property, the sale of
which was announced in The Tribune last week,
embracing the entire hiock between Fifty-first
Fifty-second sts. and Fifth and Madison
Aves, w slgned yesterday, Charles T. Har-
ney and George R. Sheldon acting for the syn-
dleate, This syndicate has been negotinting
with the Unlon Club to take part of the prop-

and

| was eonditional upon the t'aton Club taking the

| Then the

For the friendly Interest and sympathy exhihb. |

fted by many Amerfcans | am most deeply grite-
ful., 1 feel sure the justice of our cause moerits
this, Though we may be at war, 1 can safely

say thet no unnecessary harshness and no acts |

of Inhumanity will mar the fair name of this
branch of the Anglo-8axon race. T cinnot too
warmly express my admiration for the
which prevalls in our colonfes. The actlon of
Canada will alwavs be a glorlous page in the
history of the song of the empire. 1 look for
great things from the men she has sent and ia
sending to the front.

spirit |

The reports which indicate that dlslovalty ex- |
st= in the Irish regiments are absolutely untrue, |
In the hour of danger my countrymen have ever |

heen among the first to lay down their ilves for
thelr Queen and country, and, whether It be
agrinst the Boers or men of any other natlonal-
ity, the Irish soldier will be found loyal to his
Queen and brave In hattle,

The littla Irish General who goes to South
Africa to redeem Great Britain's military pres-
tige then added:

You cannot deny those reports of Irieh die-
loyalty too strongly,

It was learned that General Roberts entertalna
a greatl friendshlp for General Kitehener, though
they have never gerved together, and that the
combination of genernlship creates the greatest
satisfaction In military circles. As one officer of
General Robertg's gtaff sald:

“It really makes life worth lving once again.”

*rhe Globe" says there are rumors that the
Duke of Connaught will succeed General Lord

ltoberts as commander in chief of the farcesa in |

Treland,
E——

BOERS MASSING AT STORMBERG.

London, Dec. 21.—"The Dally News' has the
following dispatch from Cape Town, dated De-
ecember 16:

The Boers intend to make a hlg stand at
Stormberg, and sre massing a great force at

the abandoned Gritish camp. One commando of
two thousand consists chiefly of rebel Dutch,

.

BOERS THINKING OF PEACE TERMS,

INTIMATION TO THEIR AGENTS THAT THE
CONDITIONS WOULD BE MODERATE.

London, Dec. 20 —The Madrld correspondent of
“The Standard” says:

The Boer governments have recently intimated
to their agents in Burope their readiness to be
moderate in regard to peace conditions,

The chief anxiety of the burghers Is as to the
guestion of recelving supplles by way of Lou-
renco Marques,

The pravity of the military situation Is again
becoming accentuated in the public mind, owing
to the complete absence of news. Nothing his
teen heard from Lord Methuen since Bunday,
and 1t I8 feared that hlz communictions have
bheen cut. If this be so, his pesition Is danger-
ous. A correspondent of "The Daily News™
telegraphing from Modder River Jast Saturday,
VER

The Hoer position, already formidable on De-
cember 11, has since been greatly strengthoned,
extending for an area of twelve miles, It I8 in-
trenched according to the most modern methods
throughout its entire length; wire fences have
been placed before all the trenches at every
point, guns have heen got into pogition and
there |8 every evidence that the Boers are we il
gupplied with ammunition, Only a powerful at-
tacking force can hope to make a successiul an-
eault

“PThe Times,” In an article from the pen of &
military expert, laments the dispersion of the
Firitigh forces, quotes the maxim of Napoleon In
favor of concentration and regrets that Lord
Methuen did not retire to Orange River u week
ago.

The latest dispatches recelved seem to show
that the British forces are standing on the de-
tensive at all points, General Buller is ordering
the troops now arriving at Cape Town to pro-
ceed to Durban, to reinforce the Natal columin,
Absence of news from him has led to a4 surmise
that he is trying to joln General White by &
flank movement.

A. J. Balfour in his unofficial capacity has
written to the Earl of Haddington dwelling upon
the importance of the movement to ralse yeo-
manry and volunteer forces for South Africa.
He suggests and offers to assist a public fund
to augment the necessarily limited allowance
made to the men by the Government for equip-
lm:';l.

Revised lists of the Britlsh casualties at the
pattle of Colengo show that 187 non-commis-
slened officers and men were kilied.

A special dlspatch from Durban, Natal, dated
December 16, says It Is rumored that Gieneral
RBuller called for volunteers to recover thg aban-
doned guns, and that a party issued from the
camp after midnlght and brought in the guns,
which were uninjured.

1t stlll seems doubtful whether the guns that

Continned on third page.

FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS DINNER
Order & supply of good old Evans Ale or Blout.—
Adve

plot referred to

A special meeting wns ealled lnst night to dls-
cuss the subject of purchase and removal. The
Bonrd of Governors recommended the purchass
of the ground. When the question of purchase
was put, & ballot was taken, and the ballot stood
235 for and 120 against the resolution, the Old
Guard, which has always stalwartly opposed,
muster only minority.
was offered:

Lo a

REINE

following

moving, mu
resolution

Resolved, That the Governing Commities he
and hersby 18 authorized to purchase the site
at Fifty-frst-gt, and Fifth-ave for a sum not to
oxeopd BTONOOO, If the game can he procured at
thint price, and that the president and the treas.
urer are hereby authorized to sign any contract
approved by the Governing Committee neces.
gary to carry this purchase Into effect

The vote wan taken viva voce, and WAS rar-
ried. The merting then adjourned There were
no remnarks or suggestions about the amount
af money to he expended upon the new siul
house, the release of the old one or any of the
detnils that be Incidental to the ex
change. All of these gquestions will be decided
later when the club acquires the site In ques-
tion.

The declslon of the Union Club to remaove fur

ther uptown s n most Interesting step In club

The
time RERIN,
The "niversity (lut
other elubs have [
ter, but the Union has siuck by 118 ald site.
ome of the oldeat s well as one of the richest and
most exclusive clubs in the city.
there wis talk of moving uptown anud consall
dating with the Metropoiitan Club, but this came
The declsion 1o regarded ns
CRsIONn

Caonper,

s broached time and
ays been voted down

ved further uptown, and
1 sites further uptown bet-
Lis

fe subject has

but ha* al

to pothing move I8

n greatl con

Edwird president the
sided at the meeting The Governing (Commit-
Lo hins 18 of the purchase In charge,
st the Building Committee 8 commponed of John
MeLaean Nash, Colons Frank i, Henry

aof eluly, pre-

the detn

e Forest Weekes, Jo 1 Charles
IMckey

T}-,o‘ 'nlon Club was organized in 155, and
jta original home was nt 141 Rrondway
The firat presfdent Was Samuel  Jonegs It

moved to a new clubhouse in My, 1842, at No
176 Broadway. The next move was In Oetober,

1850, when It entered new quarters at No, tinl
Rroadwsy. It moved to the house it now oe
i 1850 Toln . Stevens wu

Jones ns president In 185 John
nert president, elected in 1804
I by Mokes H. Grinnell in 1807
Wiiliam M. Evarts was the next president, he-
ing elected In 1873, He sorved until 1881, when
Willlam Constahle was elzeted. John J. Town
pend was elected preslhilent in 1884 and he was
gucoepded by Clarence A Seward In 1800, Mr
Sewnrd upon his di ath was succeeded by ¥d-
ward Conper,

A. King was the
He was suceeed

-

IN THE WALDORFASTORIA,

ARRESTED
YOUNG MAN HELD WHO 18 ALLEGED TO HAVE
GEHADOWED™ A PROMINENT GUEST

A mysterious prisaner was tnken to Pollee Head-
night. The sergeant In charge
Acclined 1o nything, =ave that the prisoner is
it ¥ ol wnd well dressed. He wan
by Captain MeClurky Ino ¢ He In
(L g T
{in the Waldorf-Astorin,
hdl whadowing” n
hotel, who complalned to
the vierk. Detective Wost of the hotel, called in
Cnptain McClusky  and ex dalned  the situation
wpiain MeClusky arrested the man &t once

AFr, Boldt denied ni first that any sue h_arrest
hud been made. Afterward he admitted 1t but de-
clined to glve any nameas

-

WOMAN THROWN FROM A CAR.

nie last
any

nrs

aqunrters |

twenty -
ArTeEaled
bl
The prisoner wis hrre
where, it 14 alleged, he
pirorn nent gEies uf 1the

reon

o susplolots

heen

NARROW EECAPE FROM SERIOUSR INJURIES IN

MADISON-AVE,

Robbins, of No. 418 Fifth-ave.,
eah at Twenty-fifth-st. and
Madizon-ave. yesterday afternnon, and narrowly
eseaped recelving  soerious Injuries,

The eab was ownad hy the New-York Cab Com-
any, and was in eharge of H. Cortwright, of No
' Forty-sixth-st At the place of the accl-
winwon, owned by the Hawthorne
John OVi’onnnor,

Mrs, Henry A
was thrown from a

i

4 West

dent an expres

Express Company
d o

and Ariven hy
One-hundeed-and-pevents sithent.,

of Nao West

suddenly turned ti obe side and tore the hind

wheel of the eab & hirh wauthh |
thrown on its side, and Mra Roh-

.1.!'." cah wWas
Bins woas tossed 10 fhe
Intn & nearby house
woman was suffering from shi

ame in & ciab
3 I", |fl.<,|11||. Davis placed O'Connor under arrest
1t is sald that the expressman was driving rapldly
up the avenus when the aceldent occurred,

——
JUST LEARNED OF WAR REVENUE TAX.
Asheville, N, C., Dee, 20.—Job Cleveland, A cousin
of ox-Prestdont Grover Cleveland, was initiated Into
the mysieries of the war tax in the afflce of Intarnal
Revenue Collector Harkine to-dny. The old man s
& manufacturer of wine, and leads a secluded life
in Buncombe County
For somo time reports have eome to Collector
Hurkine's office that Mr. leveland was violating
the revenue lnw by falling to aMx a stamp to each
bottle he put up. The Collector wrote asking him
to eame In and make an explanation. To.day Mr,
(eveland statad to the Collector that he had heard
nolhing of the new Inw to ralse money for prosecut-

the w d he had gone on Innooently violat-
::: :I-"la.r&nﬂ He made out a statement of back
tax due, pald the amount and bought a supply of

stumps for future uee.

wavement.  Bho was earried
;’\ physieinn found that tho
k. She was tuken

e
THE OCEANIC OVERDUE.

Dee. 2l—Considerable anxiety Is felt
rogarding the White Star steamer Oceanie, Captain
Camaron, which left New-York on December 13,
fhe s thirty hours overdue.

s el

HOURS TO CINCINNATI

Quesnsgtown,

n A
f y firoad, ' Pennaylvania Limit-
o Pﬁi‘.“:ﬂ‘ﬁf&' S Want 2rd St. Blation) 9:56
A A dally, No extra —AdvL

Bome time ago |

| of The Tribune

| views and not afrald to express them,
1

| Justice

| Younger,

| loms s fully 100,000, with
' ing of the students and friends of the college will

CLUB TO MOVE. |DR. G. T. PURVES CALLED.

FIFTH AVENTUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
TNANIMOUS FOR HIM.

IT OFFERS 31200 A YEAR, A PARSONAGE

AND AN ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCETON
PROFESSOR—CHOSEN FROM AMONG
MANY-HE DECLINES TO SAY
WHAT HE WILL DO,

| American reciprocity treaty to the approval of
| the French Parllament was introduced to-day in

A unanimous eall to hecome their pastor was |

extended to the Rev, Dr. George T. Purves, of

Princeton Theologlical S8eminary, hy the congre- |

gatlon of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church
al a meeting largely attended last night in the
lecture ronm of the church, A great deal of
quiet enthusiasm was shown after the meet-
Ing adjourned, and the convietion is general
that Dr. Purves will soon send to H. Edwards
Rowland, the chairman of the Pulpit Commit-
tee, a lotter of acceptance,

Dr. Purves I8 to be in New-York to-marrow,
and It was unanimously declded last night to
fnvite him to attend the Christmas festival to
be held at the church to-morrow night,
been Invited to preach In the church on Sunday,
December 81, and Dr. Booth, the Moderator of
the Seseton, said last night that if he consented
to preach It would he a signal that he had do-
elded to aceept the eall, He added, however,
that before December 31 the committes hoped,
to have a favorable reply from Dr. Purvesa,
The lntter, as pastor of Dr. Hall's former
church, will receive, If he accepts, a salary of
12000 a year and a parsonage free, and the
ald of an asslstant pastor

D'r. Booth, who has been pastor pro tem. of
the chtirch, sald to the congregation that Dr.
Purves had assured him that his health was
good, and this was taken as an Indication that
the labor connected with a large city pastorate
ta not at all dreaded by Dr. Purves, who went
to Princeton severnl years ago In a somewhat
weakened physical condition. Dr. Purves's mall
will be heavier than usual for the next few days,
as the word waa passed around last night for all
the memhbéers of the congregation who have met
Dir. Purves to write him a personal letter urging
him to come to New-York,

THE CALL TO DR, PURVES.

The following Is the eall
congregation of the Fifth Avenue Preshy-

Chureh, In the city of New-York, in the

ylery i New.York, helug on  sufficlent

well satiefied with the ministertal guali-

ou, the Rev, Gearge T. Purves, D  n 4

Jda D, ving good hopes that your mipnistra-
tons of the wpel will be profitalile 1o our =pirit-
ual interests, do enrnestly enll nnd desire yau to
underthke the p aral offlce n sald congregation
at stuch time 08 may be convenlent to you, promis-
Ing vou in the dlscharge of your duty all proper
support, enroursgenent and ahedlence In thae lL.ord

that you may feel free from worldly cares
pentions, we herehy promise and oblige our-

W@y you the sum of 1200 per annum, In
.and to give you the use
1 of n parsonnge during the time of
continulng the regular pastor of
1 to furnlsh you with an assletant

h-

- wheren! wa have respectively =
{hed our names, this 2th day of December, 18K
This was signed lnst night by Willlam Brook-
fleld, J: Bheldon, Samuel Thorne and
Charles L. Britton, as the Committee of the
Congregation, Fruncls Forlbes, Joel W. Thorne,
Alfred Vondermuhll and Samuel 8. Auchin-
clons, the Board of Deacons: John Sinclair, Will-
lam Campbell, Ewen Melntyre, George Hunter
Hrown, Silas B. Hrownell, Robert Beggns, H. Kd-
wards Rowland, James A, Frame, Willlam
Irwin, SBamuel B. Schieffelin and James Taleott,
an elders: A, (. Agnew, Juemes Talcott, General
Samuel Thomas, Francis Forbes, Hornce 8, Ely,
Alfred Vondermuhll, Jumens O, Sheldon and W,

mes O

. Metihbon, as the Hoard of Trustees
The Rev. Dr. . R, Booth presided as moder-
ator, The meeting was opensd with prayer and

winging, and after Dr. Booth stated the busineas
in hand H. Hdwards Rowiand, the ehalrman of
the Pulpit rend the report of the
committee, whose work 1 well known to readers
Mr. Rowland sald the commit-
tee had met every Sunday morning for the last
thirteen months, vacation time excepted; it hed
had some of Its members visiting different parts
of the world In the mean time Hstening to varl-
ous preachers,  They had visited London, Bir-
kenhead, Drighton, Belfast and other places In
the Britiah Isles, Canada, Washington, Minne-
apolis, Prineeton, Spring Lake, Seabright, Long
Branch and many other places In this country to
hear ministers, Seventy-flve different clergymen
had preached In the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church sinee the appointment of the committee,
The enmmnittes had kept on hunting for & man
who would subseribe to the Confession of Falth
an Interpretod by the Genernl Assembly of 1883,
known to bhe eonservative In his  theological
on Dwe-
cember 3 1t was unanimously declded to request
the sesslon to eall Dr. Purves, Mr. Rowtand
then gave a detalled blographlcal sketeh of Dr,
Prurves, highly eulogistle in its character, polnt-
ing out how signally successful he had been in
his pastorntes,  He also spoks of the effurts of
the Princeton Seminary and University people to
keep the doetor with them, much of which was
related at length some time ago in The Tribune

NO USE FOR TELLERS
The room was excecdingly quiet when Dr.
Hooth put the motlon on the acceptance or re-
fection of the report of the committee,  When
he requested those to pise who wanted to adopt
the report every one In the congregation, with
the exceptlon of the newapaper men and an
employe of the church snclety, quickly stood up,
There wan no negative vote, and Dr. Booth
caused a smile all around when he sald: "We

won't have any use for the tellers”
In hig prayer and address Dr. Booth spoke
teelingly and eloguently. The motlon to adopt
the report was made by James (. Sheldon and

Committes,

geconded by James Taleott. Mr. Rowland was
heartily congratulated on hls report and its
unanimous aeceptance, and the congregation

digpersed with the conviction that they would

goon have 1 worthy and acceptable successor to
Dr. John Hall in the Rev, Dr. George T. Purves,

Princeton, N, J., Dee, 20 (Special).—The Rev,
Dr. Purves was seen at his home to-night by a
Tribune reporter and told that he had been
unanimously ealled to the pastorate of the Fifth
Avenue Preabyterian Church, New-York., When
aiked whether he would necept the eall, he sald
he had no reply at all to make to-night. He
was asked whether or not he would preach at
the Fifth Avenue Church on S8unday, December
41, and he declined also to anawer this ques-

tion,
*

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION,

London, Dec. 20.—In the Parllamentary elec-
tion held to-day in Clackmannan and Kinross
to fill the vacancy caused by the appointment
of the Right Hon John Blair Balfour to he Lord
of Scotland, E. Wason, Liberal and
Aefented his Unlonlst epponent, G.
by H16 votes, Mr. Wason recelved
4,480 votes and Mr. Younger 2.078.

Mr. Wason's majority is twenty-nine less than
that by which Mr. Balfour earried the con-
stituency at the last election agalnst Mr.

Younger.

Haidical,

— i
RBUCHTEL COLLEGE BUILDING BURNED.

Akron, Ohlo, Dec. %.—The main bullding of Bueh-
tel College, Including the laboratories, lbrary and
men’'s and women's dormitories, was burned to the
ground to-night. The fire started In the men's
dormitory about § o'clock and spread to the other
portions of the hullding rapldly. Much of the per-
ponal property of the students and a large number

of valuahle bhoaks from the lbrary were saved, The
L0 Insurance. A moat-

be held on Thursday morning. and it is probable
that the college will be rebullt at once.
S S
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FRANCO-AMERICAN TREATY.

SUBMITTED TO THE FRENCH PARLIA-
MENT FOR APPROVAL,

BENEFITS T0) EACH REPUBLIC POINTED OUT
—A GREAT GAIN FOR FRANCE

CLAIMED.
Paris, Dec, 20,—A bill submitting the Franco-

the Chamber of Deputies. The Government In
an elaborate preamhble makes a point of setting
forth the “kindly disposition of the American
Government which has enabled the negotlations
to be hrought to a successful conclusion,” andl
expatiates upon the great stimulus the, treaty
will glve to commeres between the two countries.

The preamhle goes on to explain that the
treaty Ie the result of two years' work. It says
that, while pressed to retaliate against the re-
strictlons of the Dingley tariff, the Government
deemed a resort to diplomacy preferable, in view |
af “our traditional svmpathies for the Republie !
of the Tnited States and due consideration fnr|
our trus economie Interesta” |

It then recapitulates the maln pointa of the
provisional arrangement of May 5, 15888, which |
apened the way for further negotiations, as |
Freneh Imports into the United States, relieved
from the tarlff, Increased 80 per cent.

Buch American oroductions as  cast  {ron,
leather articles and machine tools, “in which
American manufacturers possesa a distinet su-
periority, and which constitute a danger to
French industry,” are, the preamble polnts out,
still excluded from the minimum tariff. More-
over, agricultural and cattle products are sim-
flarly excluded “in order to protect the French
from formidahle Amerlean competition.”

“This result,” says the preamble, “is all the
more important beeause Mr. Kasson made press-
ing demands on behall of American agriculture.
The French Ambassador was not only able to

It favor of French agricultural products ex-
ported to the United States, surh as olive oil and

preserved vegetahles”

After pointing out that France under the
treaty obtalns the unique concesslon of favored
nation treatment, and describlng this as “a
pecullarly graclous concession,” the preamble
compares the respective advantages gained by
the contracting parties, saying:

Only 4 per cent of American products, value
an (L (M0 francs, benefit, the Amerlean gain
helng LOTT.A% francs annually; while over 5
per cent of French products, value 150, 04 iNKY
trancs. benefit, the Frofich galn being 5,210,204
francs annually,

After particularly ealling attentlon to the Im-
portant fact that the concesslons obtained by
France are exclusive and should tremendously
increase French exports, while, at the same |
timne, the treaty s so arranged as to preyent an :
American invaston of French markets, the pre- |
amble concludea as follows:

The Government at the White House, o sign- |
Ing with ua this treaty, have shown their desire
to reserve to French commerce the first frults
of the tariff conceasions which the Dingley bill
authorized to he granted to foreign Powers.

This action glves the treaty a value i would
be lmpossible to misunderstand, and makes this
document & work which should draw closer at
the same time the economic relations of the
two peoples and the political aflinities of the
two republics,

-*

TW0O YEARS FOR DEROULEDE.

PUNISHED BY THE HIGH COURT FOR
FREBH INSULTSE TO ITE MEMBERS
Parls, Dec. 20—In the Senate, sitting as a

High Court. of Justice, to-day, counsel urged
that the charges agalnst M. Marcel-Habert be
jolned to the present proceedings, but the Prose-
cutor General declared this would be {llegal. M.
Didrouldde, who, though |11, was present, viru-
lently denounced the Senators and law officers
tor belng “subservient to the Government's or-
ders.”  Amid Immense uproar M. Dérouldde
added:

“I wish to he eondemned, 1 will say what I
think of these scoundrels! This assemblage is
intamous, and dishonors France and the re-
publie!™

During
tinted

“1 tnelude In my denunciationsg hoth the Sen-
ate and the President of the republic”

The Procurator with difficulty made himself
heard in the tumult which ensued, and de-
manded the prompt punishment of M. Dérou-
1ade, who continued to hurl insults at the High
Court, coupled with the aesertion that he de-
stred punishment. The session was eventually
suspended and the court retired to conslder the
situation. The prisoners acclnimed M, Dérou-

increasing din M. Dérouldde con-

e

l'pon the resumption of the proceedings of
the High Onurt the president of that hady, M.
Fallidres, read Its Judgment, condemning M.
Dérouldde to two years' imprisonment, and his
exclusion from the court untll the arguments
of counsel had hegun; also refusing to Include
the charges ageinst M. Marcel-Habert In the
present trial.

M. I¥ rouléde, November 15, was sentenced to
thres months’ Imprisonment for Insulting  the
President of Franee,

SR
FRENCH NAVY TO BE INCREASED.
parts, Deec, 20-The Naval Committee of the
Chamber of Deputies  to-day  unanimously ap-

proved the principle of the proposed bill of the

Minlster of Marine, M Lockroy, opening & credit of
000,000 trancs for the defence of the coast and
ninval statlons, and an increass in the number of

shipa.

e o
LIVES AFTER LOSING MANY BONES.

VICTIM OF OSTEOSARCOMA RECOVERE AT A PHIL-
ADELPHIA HUSPITAL.

Philadelphin, Dec. M—After an operation result-
ing In the !oss of his left arm, shoulder blade, col-
1ar bone and A portion of his ribs, Alfred Taylor is
able ta perform the dutles of orderly in the Penn-
pylvanin Hospital. From the polint of the jaw to
the hip kone the line of Taylor's body on the left
slde s almost stralght.

Taylor 18 a victim of a disense of the hone—osteo-
sarcoma, He was a sallor on & British schooner,
and arrived here with his arm and side terribly en-
jarged and suftering Intense pain. Little hope was
glven to the man when he presented himself at the
hospital, hut the operation was resorted to as a
possible m:ans of saving his life,

r. Robert Le Conte performed the opearation, as-
slsted hy Dr. Hart and Dr. Stewart. Within &
week Taylor had improved suMciently to walk
about, and his recovery was rapld. Since then his
case has been the subject of many lectures, and

he has been exmmined by hundreds of medical mon.
Not aince 1837 has a similar case been recorded In

the annals of surgery.

IS A —

70 REPAIR THE WINDWARD FOR PEARY.

8t John's, N, I, Dee. 20.—The Peary Arctie Club
has decided to repalr the steamer Windward for
next asason's Northern crulge. Bhe is now lying at
Brigus, on Conception Bay, but will be brought to
ar. John's. docked, thoroughly repaired and
strengthened, recelving new engines and hollers.
When refitted she will be In first class condition
for n three year crulse projected by Lisutenant
Peary, who Is hopeful of reaching the North Pole
with her. -
WHAT TO GIVE A MAN,
Gilve him a WATERMAN IDEAL FOUNTAIN
PEN, sure to sult, We can exactly dupllutﬂ‘%

tion of his (avorite . 'De or
Sstion oL 1% EVOU Bouaway. Now ¥
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BETTER TONE IN WALL-ST.

NO NECESSITY FOR CLEARING HOUSE
COMMITTEE MEETING.

CONDITIONS MUCH IMPROVED — CRISIS
THOUGHT TO BE OVER—DEPOSITS
OF BONDS UNDER MR. GAGE'S
ORDER—THE COUREE

OF STOCKS.

It was not found necessary yesterday to hold
a meeting of the Clearing House Committee, as
conditions in Wall Street were much improved,
and the market, although Its course was erratie
and its tone not strong throughout, showed no
signs of a recurrence of panicky feeling. F. D.
Tappen, president of the Gallatin National

Bank, In whose hands was placed on Tuesday

tor loaning on call the £10,000,000 subgcribed by
the syndicate of banks, and who loaned about
£5,000,000 of the sum in the course of that day,
sald yesterday, wns quoted, In regard to the
resolution adopted by the Clearing House Com-
mittee asking the trust eompanies to loan United
States bonds to the depository hanks for trans-
fer to the Sub-Treasury as security for deposits
of Internal revenue recelipts:

The clearing house committes has no apol
to make for Ita aetlon of yesterday. It hepl%
matters at onee, having a most salutary effect.

have been Informed by several trust companies

that they would relteve the situation if they could.

One In particular, having no Government bonds,
but holding 32,000,000 In municipal securities, sent
word It would exchange the Iatter for Government
issiies, lending them to the banks as collateral fop
internal revenue deposits, If such a transfer could
be made,

In my opinton the crisis {s aver, Things are re=
suming thelr normal shape. What remalns of yes-
terday's pnol will not be loaned, since such as=
slstance to-day I8 unnecessary. In the natu
course of trade, money will soon come our way to
replace whatever gold Is.ahtnper] to Furope.

It s understood that eoples of the resolution
were gent by the Clearing House Committee only
to the trust companles which clear through
members of the Clearing House Association,
among these companies being some of the largest
and wealthiest jn the city. It is entirely ime
probable that the U'nited States Trust Company,
the Central Trust Company and the two or thres
other institutions which by thelr own choles
have no afllation with the Clearing House will
turn over any bande to the banks, although there
seema to he no foundation for the suggestions
heard that it would be a violation of law for &
trust company to loan out its securities. “The
law requires.” sald the vice-president of a lead-
Ing trust company yesterday in discussing this
point, “that the amount of a trust company's

capital be invested In certain securities, but any

| surplus it may have invested In those securities

ar in United States securities it eould turn over
to the banks.”

The deposits of bonds yesterday at the Sube
Treasury as collateral for internal revenue re=
coipts, which are to be deposited in banks under
Secretary Gage's order of Monday, aggregated
$£1,%35,(8K). These receipts are going Into the
banks at the rate of about £1,000,000 a day.

The stock market opened strong, with call
money at 0 per cent, the prevalling rate
throughout the day, although at one time I
touched 9: the olose being at 2 per cent. The
weak spot was Brooklyn Rapid Transit, which,

under the influence of false and sinister bear

rumors, ostensibly emanating from Boston,
though belleved on good authority to have had
thetr origin at this centre, sold down from 74 to
01, rallying, however, In the last hour to 604, &
net decline for the day of 9§ per cent, The
success of the bear tactics agalnst Brooklyn
Rapid Transit caused n sympathetic decline In
the general list, & movement which was alded
by the clreulation of falst reports that leading
Stock Exchange houses were in difficulties, by
exaggerations of the significance of the non-
compliance by certaln trust companies with the
Clearing House Committee's request for the
loaning of bonds, and by the announcement of
one gold shipment and the probabllity of large
additional engagements of gold for export.

Closing quotations, however, reflected recove
erles In almost all the more consplcuous stocks,
Total transactions aggregated about S06,000
shares, with bond sales of £3,420500 par value.

New-York Central advanced sharply on the
news of its Increase of dividend, selling as high
as 1301 and closing at 1245, a net gain for the
day of 2% per cent. Manhattan was weak, on
the uncertainty regarding the outcome of the
company’s negotiations with the Park Board
relative to the occupancy of Battery Park by
the elevated structure, the stock ranging be-
tween D41s and 801, wnd closing at 91'%, a net
josa of 17 per cent.

>~—

7. A, MINTYRE'S PROPOSAL.

HIS OFFER TO THE PRODUCE EXCHANGE
TRUST COMPANY COMMITTEE—
KILBURN'S STATEMENT.

The special committee of the Board of Trustees
of the Produce Exchunge Trust Company—Edwin
Gould, George R, Bidwell, Edward A. Maher, Frank
Bralnard and Charles P. Armstrong—met again
yesterday afternoon at the company's offlce for
consultation in regard to the affalrs of the closed
institution, but gave out no statement of any kind,
Mr. Gould was seen after the meeting adjourned,
and he seemed disposed to say something, but was
dissuaded from speaking by some of the other
members of the committee,  This statement, signed
by Meesrs. Goodwin and Cromwell, counsel to the

special committes, was Issued:

The Board of Trustees of the Produce Exchange
Trust Company met this afterncon. A p tion
was presented looking to the rehabilitation of the
ecompany, and the Board adjourned to Friday next
for further consideration of the subject.

Although none of the trustees would admit It,

there is reason to bellsvs that the proposition re=
ferred to was that contained In the following letter:

New-York, December 20, 1599,
To the Board of Trustees of the Produce Exchange

Trust Company.

Gentlemen: 1 7
stockholders of the Produce Exchange Trust Com=
pany, who are interested In preserving ‘ts business
and placing the company upon =& substantial
fnancia] basis, | have continued my efforts to
ralse the Necessary money to pay off Its depositors,
and 1 now bave sufficlent funds guarant 1o
fully satisfy the Buperintendent of the Banking
Department of the State of New-York,

You will remember that my first knowledge of
any trouble between this institution and the nk-
fng Department was announced to me on Sunday
last at 4 meeting of a few of the members of tg?
Roard nt Mr. Beall's house, called at 10 o'clock
that night. There | found the Superintendent, Mr,
Kilburn, in consultation with the president P,
Benll And the fiest vice-president, Edwin Gould, an
a few others. We wer !)i‘;-m until 10 o'clock the
next morning to raise $2.50000, and 1 h need
to say that it was impossible to raise that amount
of money on so short a notice.

Through the efforts of myself and friends we
agreed to furnish $1,100, 000, but as all of the balance
nlmul:’-nl was not forthcoming the doora wers
closed,

Imtulu.fat l‘h!fg bluu cble!l umlth; promise of
sufficlent funds to pa Ors, upon con-
ditfon that a Board or 'Fruatm and OMcers will ba
selected to manage lts ra upon sound banking
ﬁrhwl.plen and protect the Interests of |ts stock-

olders, such changes to be made in the manage-
ment of the company will command the confl-
E:nm of the publle and of sufficient experience to

ndla Its assets to the greatest advantage,

1 ask the rd to ldfoum this meeting until
ulel“‘run“ 1;“:13-" 1o Investigate th
committes o ee to investigate lmr)lh
which [ will make, and who will report ':o b m
Board on Tuesday L,

I beleve that very little loss, If any, will be »
teined by this co pnn‘r. if Its asseta are Intelll-
ently handled, and if this pmpomlon Is a

e company will have the advantage of 3"..‘3
prominence and experfence in its management.

The stockholders are the people principally in«
terested In the rehabllitution and welfare J the
company, as It oon by all that
positors will in any event he

paid in full, and I
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